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the exultant chorus: '* Twelve parliament men shall be sold for a penny/*
For a few weeks, Cromwell was the most popular man in the nation. Royalists whispered that the King would marry Cromweirs daughter, and that Cromwell would content himself with a dukedom and the viceroyalty of Ireland. A more general belief was that he would assume the crown himself. An enthusiastic partisan hung up in the Exchange a picture of Cromwell crowned, with the invitation underneath:
" Ascend three thrones, great captain and divine, I* th' will of God, old Lion, they are thine."
Cromwell's own view of his position was that, being Commander-in-chief by Act of Parliament, his commission made him the only constituted authority left standing. His desire was to put an end to this dictatorship as soon as he could. The sword must be divested of all power in the civil administration, and the army leaders must prove to the world that they had not turned out the Long Parliament in order to grasp at power themselves. The army itself accepted Cromwell's view, but on the nature of the new civil authority to be set up there were two views amongst the officers. For the present, a temporary Council of State, consisting of thirteen persons, most of whom were officers, carried on the daily business of administration.
As to the future, Major-General Lambert advocated one kind of government, and Major-General Harrison another. Lambert was a gentleman of